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REFASHIONED TS
Recommendations call for reflection

THE 1rr councit is scheduled to take  call on 14 September on
the Ramasami committee’s report on reforms. Not that these pre-
mier centres of excellence are targeting a reformation; but should
the panel’s recommendations be accepted without modification,
this could lead to a dramatic change in the functioning of IITs as
indeed other technological colleges. Chief among the suggestions
is a single admission test that will take care of entry to II'Ts and the

- state-level institutions. On the face of it, this is a theoretically sound
concept. The admission tests are at present conducted by the IITs,
state-level boards and the AICTE. A single exam will ensure unifor-
-mity in evaluation. There are merifs and demerits of both systems, .
however. Standards of schoolJeaving exams ~ ISC, CBSE and -
state Higher Secondary councils ~ vary from state to state. And the

. varying syllabi m2y militate against a common all-India evaluation.
The recommendation calls for reflection; in the interests of the stu-
dents, it would be unfair to rush to a decision. . :

. The Ramasami committee’s suggestion on tenure-based faculties

~ deserves unqualified support. It is somewhat similar to the system
that obtains in campuses in America, and is embedded in the con-
cept of perform or perish. The system will ensure regularity and
quality of classroom lectures, a casualty of higher education at least
in West Bengal. Small wonder that two years ago, the UGC had stip-
ulated a minimum number of lectures to justify the enormously
hiked pay-band. If the entry of students is to be regulated, the per-
formance of the faculties ought also to be subject to evaluation. .

Yet another suggestion relates to the fee structure. It would be

an under-statement to call the proposed hike exorbitant. The com- -
mittee has recommended Rs 2 lakh a year for II'Ts, up from the pre-
sent Rs 50,000. In terms of fees, the HTs will rank next to the IIMs.
Even allowing for the proposed subsidy for weaker sections, this
will severely compromise those who aren't poor encugh to be
called ‘weaker’ but not rich enough to afford Rs 2 lakh a year.
Unlike the [IMs, the under-graduate course in IITs is meant for
those straight out of school. It would be less than fair to charge the
students at the rate of the post-graduate B-schools. To cite:lucrative
offers at the end of the B Tech course is to proceed from conclu-
sion to premise. It will only encourage loan melas in banks.
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Profit from education

Planmng Commission has the right approach’

ndia needs to add another 25, ,000-30,000 colleges, roughly the %
number it hasright now, if it wantsto mcreasethﬂproporuonaf
¥ college-going kidsfromaround 13% rightnow tothe Chineselev- . ~c
i{:" elof around 25%. The fact that China has managed a scorching GDP
-, growth rate for so many decades and India is sphuttering after less if,}
. than a decade of high growth is testimony to just how badly India -
- . needstoincreaseitscollege-going population. Does the government -
.+, . have the funds, and managerial capability, to do in the next decade
.- . what has been achieved in the last 857 Clearly not. Theoretically, the . :
+;. Privatesector canstep in, butcanitunder thecurrentsetof laws? . -«
This is where the Planning Commission’s approach paper fored- ’ -
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‘ucation in the 12th Five Year Plan comes in. According to anewspa- g et ix
. perreport,theapproachpapersuggests thegovernmentre-examine > % ;:é

+° allowingof for-profit educational institutions. Thishasbeen talked '
: - of . in the past, and shot down by educationists who argue that for-- =
.+ profit education is nowhere as good as not-for-profit education. :¥

. 2. They're probably right, even though the fact that the only ITT which "%
; + - was o1t the list of the world’s top 500 universities has just slippedoff -~ 83
¢ it is hardly a great testimonial for what government funding can -
;- achieve. A good example tocite inthis contextis thatof thefor-profit
> {niversity of Phoenix in the US and the notfor-profit Harvard. No - 54

-* oneeven thinks of the University of Phoenix when itcomestotop- -
v _quality education, butithas 200 campusesandnearly 5lakhstudents ** ;
% versusjustone Harvard after 375 years that has a total of 21,000 stu-" = 3
;7 dents. And yes, universities like Harvand and MIT have csperating 1
. budgetsof around $2bnayear,» e
© . Itistrueprivateeducationinindia, even though it isnct-for-proﬂ ol

.. tobetaken withapinchof salt—many institutions have devised un- - -
" der-the-carpet waysfor takingback the profits. Tobe sure, therewill ;=
- be,and there should be, genuine philanthropists who wiltsetupeol- ;>
. leges,butfinding them in sufficiently large numbers is noteasy—in .. -
. any case, having for-profit colleges doesn’t mean India cannot have - 4

<" notforprofitcolleges. SinceIndia’sbiggestchallengerightnowisto -

" getscale, this requires the large sums of money that stock markets -
. willfind iteasy to give—even PE investors who are gettingintofund ;¢
-~ private colleges and universities right now; are doing so keeping in - -
.. mind an eventual exit route through listing, Once for-profit educa- -
> tionis allowed, this will drive down borrowing costs and make rais- © !
© . ing money easier—along with the attendant henefits of gmater sy
e transparency thathstingalwaysbrmgs, PRI
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by V.S.
Chauhan

on the higher education
landscape in India will be
to create infrastructure
capabilities and a suitable
environment to ensure that the
huge gap between supply and
demand is filled, or at least
reduced considerably. But rough
estimates of the number of young
aspirants for higher education
(post school) will almost double
by 2016-30. Needless to say, this
will be a complex and difficult job;
the sheer scale of it is daunting,
Mindless and unplanned growth will not
only spoil the existing fabrie of higher edu-
cation, but might start off something
which will be difficult to rectify and control
later. Given the scale of the needs and
urgency, it 1s quite clear that private play-
ers, and public-private partnership, along
with massive efforts of the government,
will be required. Already, in recent times a
large number of private institutions have
sprung up and atthough some of these
have created reasonable infra-structure,
their focus has remained limited to what
they perceive as the needs of the “market”,

Need

Many of these institutions also proudly
display their association with educational
institutions abroad. On their part, given
their more recent perceptions about its
economic growth and huge demand for
higher education, the foreign educators
are more than tempted to bring their
expertise to India. On the other hand,
there is no question that higher education
in India can benefit enormously from
those who have proven credentials, abili-
ties and the desire to come to India, inde-
pendently or in collaboration with exist-
ing universities/institutions in India, both
public and private,

More 50, in several areas where we have
not been able to create facilities and
trained manpower including those which
may be considered non-traditional, but
are in great demand in present times, for
example, film making, media, animation,
product design, automobile engineering
and design, subject related to the hospi-
tality iIndustry, clinleal studies, hospital
management, conflict resolution, diplo-
macy, town planning, food processing and
S0 on.

1 know this because of own assocla-
tion with a number of scholarship
schemes for studies abroad where one
often finds that there are none at all, or
very meagre facilities at present in the
country. Many of these areas are not only
relevant, they are now established sub-
jects of teaching and research, However,
whether forelgn educators in these areas
will come and establish facilities or they
will all opt for softer options Like business
management, law, engineering etc.
remains to be seen.

NE of the major challenges

Mail Today ND, 30/08/2011 r-10

As of now, the role, scope and guidelines
for foreign universities wanting to come to
India remain unclear, particularly to stu-
dents aspiring for quality higher educa-
tion, In this context, the Foreign Institu-
tions Entry Bill, which is due to be
presented to Parlilament, is timely and
much needed. The bill is essentially regu-
latory in nature and seeks to set condi-
tions, boundaries and guidelines for the
entry of foreign educators.

Legislation

While most guldelines are straightfor-
ward, two mandatory conditions that will
make any highly reputed foreign }nst.l'gu—
tion frown are: (a) “The foreign universit,
has to maintain ¢ corpus fund of a mini-
mum of Rs 50 crore. Maximum of 75 per
cenil of any income generaied from the
Jund shall be utilised for developing the
institution in India and the rest shouid be
reinvested in the fund and (b) Any surplus
in revenue generated in India by the for-
eign university has to be invesied in the
development of the educational instilu-
tion established by it in India.”

Why would any decent foreign educator
like to come to India, at least independ-
entl{? More so in present times when
most well known foreign universities are
finding it difficult to run their “business” of
providing quality education in their own

countries. The costs of higher education,
for example in UK and USA, have
increased slarmingly, and these universi-
ties have increasingly resorted to shorter
duration courses for higher studies, largely
diluting the whole idea of quality educa-
tion within a university set up. But getting
back to the bill, the question remains: why
will a highly ranked foreign educator,
which cannot make, and take, money out
of India, come here in the first place?

As a regulatory bill, this is a good one,
particularly for the benefit of eager stu-
dents and parents. It trles to ensure that
incoming forelgn educators have appro-

riate credentials, and that all relevant

nformation regarding the nature of
courses, faculty, fees, infrastructure,
nature of collaboration, entry process etc.
is transparently and easily available to all;
for the first time, it will also be clear to the
foreign educators as to what is required
on their part, and what they can expect.
The bill should be welcomed by all stake-
holders involved in the pursuit of higher
education. -

However, the sheer scale of the demand
should be a scary thought for all. The reg-
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ulators are only as good as they choose to
be. There are several regulatory hodies,
existing for a long time, whose job is to
ensure the quality and transparency of
higher education and how well they have
performed 1s not, hidden from anyone, par-
ticularly in the case of private Indian insti-
tutions. While the present bill is aimed at
foreign educators coming to India, there
is an urgent need for making it mandatory
and ensuring that all private institutions
in India provide adequate infrastructure
and the details that are being asked from
the incoming foreign educator.

Quality

‘What about the quality of higher educa-
tion? The bill is largely silent on the issue,
and rather vaguely mentions that “qual-
ity” should be maintained. This however
is an important issue, equally valid for the
foreign educator as well as Indian institu-
tions, public or private. It is often said
that studying at world class institutions
such as Oxford, Cambridge, Harvard,
Yale, Cornell, to name a few, is an experi-
ence in itself. In fact, it is. It is not only
the environment, quality of teaching,
quality of coherent students, robust
research culture etc but also several other
facilities and structures llke organised
sports, musie, theatre, debates, university
clubs and entertainment facilities that
make for essential ingredients of quality
education,

Good quality education is expected to
provide the recipient with knowledge,
analytical skills, ability to think independ-
ently, an appetite for deeper inquiry in the
subject and equip one with tools and
methodology to address different ques-
tions. In addition, while quality education
readies one for taking up a variety of jobs,
it is also expected to inculcate flexibility
in thoughts and the ability to appreciate
opinions different from one’s own.

What is the quality of higher education
in Indian teaching institutions, public or
private? While some of the well known
universities (a generous estimate of thirty
or 50) can claim a reasonable standard of
education, these standards decline rap-
idly. Higher education in the university
has suffered from continuous criminal
neglect for a long time, and that simply
cannot, be addressed in a short period of
time; such repairs are necessarily long
drawn processes.

Can quality in education be trans-
planted? In principle the answer has to be
yes. But in practice, it would require per-
sistent and careful attention. My own
hunch is that we will see the presence of
foreign educators in areas like engineer-
ing (B.Tech, M.Tech), law, pharmacy,
biotechnology, management studies,
areas already Invaded with missionary
zeal by private education providers in
India. Will their collaboration with foreign
players produce better quality? It is the
Indian government which will have to
invest heavily and continuously in higher
education in areas like the humanities,
fine arts, basic science and it is good that
after decades of neglect higher education
Is on the radar as far as human resource
development Is concerned,

wriler is Director, Inlernationa]
Centre for Genetic Engineering &
Biotechnology, New Delhi
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CAT for IIMs, IITs and IISc

JMET used previously by lITs and 11Sc will be discontinued

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The Indian Insti-
tutes of Management (IIMs),
the Indian Institutes of Tech-
nology (IITs) and the Indian
Institutes of Science (1ISc) on
Friday announced that they
would use common admis-
sion test (CAT-2011) as part
of the student selection proc-
ess of their Masters in Busi-
ness Administration (MBA)
and Masters in Management
programmes from the aca-
demic year 2012-13.

Those having taken this de-
cision are the Indian Insti-
tutes of Technology at
Bombay, Delhi, Kanpur, Kha-
ragpur, Madras and Roorkee,
and the Indian Institute of
Science, Bangalore.

The Joint Management
Entrance Test (JMET) previ-
ously used for admission by
the 1ITs and the IISc will be
discontinued. A recent review
revealed that the relatively
young JMET is not too dis-
similar from CAT, and that
the effort to organise JMET
each year seemed enormous

o A study reveals
JMET is not too
dissimilar from CAT

* ‘Move will minimise
test preparation
and financial burden
on candidates’

in relation to the approxi-
mately 40,000 candidates
who tock the test each year.
“The intersection of candi-
dates who take both CAT and
JMET in a single year is quite
large. The decision to use
CAT for admission into the
IITs and IISc will minimise
the test preparation and fi-
nancial burden on candi-
dates,” said Professor L.S.
Ganesh, former head of the
department of the Manage-
ment Department, IIT Ma-
dras. “CAT is an ideal fit for
IITs as it is a well evolved,
established, standardised and
widely accepted entrance ex-
am for admission into PG
programmes in Management
in India, It is also conceived
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and developéd by the ITMs,
which serve as the bench-
mark for Management educa-
tion in our country and are
highly regarded national in-+
stitutions like the IITs,” he
added.

Welcoming this move, Pro-
fessor Janakiraman Moorthy,
CAT 2011 convenor, said:
“This is a major initiative that
brings two premier higher
education systems together.
We anticipate that this will
result in closer tie-ups and
collaborative research work
that will provide both sets of
institutions a competitive
edge in the long run.”

20-day window

CAT 2011 will be held over
a 20-day window from 22 Oc-
tober to 18 November 2011
across 36 cities. Online regis-
tration, opened on 17 August,
will be available until 28 Sep-
tember 2011. Prometric, a
provider of market-leading
test development and test de-
livery solutions, is IIMs’ part-
ner in developing and
delivering CAT 2011.
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RiTwik MUKHERIJEE
Kolkata

THE joint management en-.

trance test (JMET) previ-
ously used for admission by
IITs and Indian Institute of
Science (1ISc) will now be
discontinued, making room
for a uniform combined ad-
mission test. IIMs, 1I'ls and
1ISc have agreed to use CAT
2011 as part of the student
selection process of their
MBA and
rammes beginning from the
academic year 2012-13.
The move was necessi-
tated by the finding of a re-
cent review, which said that
the relatively young JMET is
not too dissimilar to CAT,
and that the effort to organ-
. ise JMET each year seems

M.Mgt prog- -

P-10

IThe decision will
minimise the test
preparation and
financial burden
on cund|dutes

enormous. On an average,
nearly 40,000 candidates
take the test each year.

Prof Janakiraman Moor-
thy, CAT 2011 convenor,
said, “This is a major initia-
tive that brings two premier
higher education systems
together. We anticipate that
this will result in closer tie-
ups and collaborative re-
search work that will provide

Uniform CAT toreplace
JMET for lITs and 115¢

both sets of institutions a
competitive edge in the long
run.” :

Professor LS Ganesh,
former HOD, management
department, II'T Madras sa-
id, “The decision to use CAT
for admission into the II'ls
and IISc will minimise the
test preparation and finan-
cial burden on candidates.”

In an official commu-
niqué, Prometric, a leading
provider of market-leading
test development and test
delivery solutions which is
IIMs’ partner in devéloping
and delivering CAT 2011,
said CAT 2011 will be held
over a 20-day window from
October 22 to November 18

across 30 cities.
ritwikmukherjee

@mydigitalfc.com
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Kanpur, Aug. 29: IIT-
Kanpur’s indigenously
built nano satellite Jugnu
1s likely to be launched by
the end of September
from Sriharikota, an offl-
clal of the institute said
on Monday.

Isro sclientists have
given the green signal to
the engineering model,
while the flight model is
belng assembled in
Bengaluru, IIT-K regis-

trar Sanjeev Kashalkar

Asian Age ND 30/08/2011 -3

IIT-K to launch nano satellite Jugnu

said. Over 62 students and
faculty members of the
institute worked hard to
built Jugnu weighing 3
kg, he said.

On being asked about
the delay in the project,
he sald it took some time
for the faculty members
and students as it was an
%ﬁdigenously built satel-

e,

“Jugnu is likely to be
launched by the end of
next month if everything

lIT-Kanpur's
indigenously built
nano satellite
Jugnu is likely to
be launched by
the end of
September

from Sriharikota

goes according to our
plans,” he said.

Even though 2 crore
was sanctioned for devel-
oping the satellite, the
cost was brought down to
a lesser amount as the
institute came up with
indigenous technique, he
said. Both Isro and IIT-K
had signed an MoU to
develop the micro-satel-
lite in 2008.

The satellite which will
be in the space for about a

Paae 6 of 14

year will be launched
with the help of Polar
Satellite Launch Vehicle
(PSLV), he said. The data
received from Jugnu will
be studied with the help of
a tracking system
installeq at IIT"K and the
information will be used
for research purpose, The
satellite will help in gath-
ering information regard-
ing flood, drought and dis-
aster management, he
sald. — P17
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IITK plans to launch
nano satellite Jugnu’

KANPUR, AUG 29

IIT-KANPUR's  indige-
nously built nano satellite
Jugnu' is likely to be

launched by the end of

September from
Sriharikota, an official of
the institute said today.
ISRO scientists have
given the green signal to
the engineering
model, while the flight
model is being assembled

in Banglore,  IITK -

Registrar
Kashalkar said.

Over 62 students and
faculty members of the
institute worked hard to
built Jugnu' weighing 3
kg, he said.

On being asked about
the delay in the project, he
said it took some time for
the faculty members and
students as it was an
indigenously built satel-
lite.

“Jugnu is likely to be

Sanjeev

launched by the end of

* next month if everythmg

goes accordmg to our
plans, he said.
Even though Rs two

. crore was sanctioned for

developing . the satellite,
the cost was brought
down to a_lesser amount
as the institute came’ up
with indigenous tech-
nique, he said.

Both ISRO and IIT-K
had signed an MoU to
develop the micro satellite
in 2008,

The satellite which will

_ be in the space for about a

year will be launched with
the help of Polar Satellite
Launch Vehicle (PSLV), he
said.

The data received from
Jugnu' will be studied
with the help of a tracking
system installed at IIT-K
and the received pictures
and information
from it will be used for
research purpose.—PTI+
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Biz model and water purification
cadget win students II'T contest

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Chennai: A simple, cheap and marketable plan
fo purify water for rural areas won five city boys
a prize ina contest at IFT-Madras.

ive HT students, who
formed a team ‘Aguaregia’,
won Genesis 2011, an anny-
al social business plan com-
petition that encourages
young people to become en-
frepreneurs and agents for
social change. The competi-
tion is conducted by the [I'Ts
Cell for Technology Innova-
tion Development and En-
repreneurship Support (C-

C Suresh Kurmar

Winning team of ‘Genesis 2011’
- [T Madras' annual social
TIDES) and a private com- business plan competition

husiness model. "Though the technology is in
the market, we have designed the product to
cater the needs of an untapped market,” said
Vinay. Their goal is to sell the product toalocal
vendor who could then sell the clean water for
less than 2op a litre

“We will sell the productatthe
street or the community level only
in villages, thereby making it de-
centralised as well as affordable
toeveryone,” said Lohit Vankina,
another team member. "With Rs
4,000 as the initial cost, our prod-
uct can produce 150 litres of
potable water that meets the de-
mands of around 10 families
every day. There is practically no
maintenance cost,” he said.

pany, Siva group.

“The filtering process that we came up with
is non-pressurized and therefore requires no
electricity” said Vinay Sridhar, a fourth-year
BTechstudentat IIT- M, who ispart of the team.
“Thewater is filtered through a mixture of rice
nusk and ash and filters 011t 99.99% of the usw-
al microbes,” he said.

But what bagged them the prize was thelr

“Students often have brilliant
ideas but not the experience toconverithe idea
into a business model. So at Genesis, we men-
tor them to make this possible,” said Ashwin
Mahalingam, faculty advisor for C-TIDES.

The runner-up prize went to a team called
BAFT (Biofuels as Future Fuels). The team fo-
cused on using organic Kitchen waste {o pro-
duice methane using anaercbic digestion.
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Boys to f

more

L. VENKAT RAM
REDDY | DC
HYDERABAD, AUG. 28

The IIT joint admission
board has decided to
waive the JEE applica-
tion fee for girls from
next year, while increas-
ing the fee for boys from
1,000 to ¥1,800.

Parents and academics
have welcomed the waiv-
er for girls in the hope
that it will improve the
gender ratio in IiTs,
which is one girl to every
10 boys, at present. The
application fee was same
for both boys and girls
till 2006. It was reduced
by half for girls in 200s.
As a result, the number
of girls opting for the

for

If the UT thinks
that 500 is a bur-
den for parents
of girls, the same
is with the par-
ents of boys. It is
difficult to pay
31,300 for a form

— B. Pradeep
©aparent

JEE crossed one lakh for
the first time in 2010,
from 40,000 in 2006.

Girls currently pay
T500 for the JEE applica-
tion form and boys,
<1,000. As parents rightly
point out, the IITs should

l out

themselves bear the cost
of the girls’ application
forms instead of passing
it on to the boys.

“The IITs are already
collecting double the fee
from boys and it should
think about parents hail-
ing from economically
weaker sections,” said
Mr B. Pradeep, a parent.

The IITs have also
decided that from next
year, students will have
to darken the circles
using a pen instead of a
pencil as there were
complaints that examin-
ers are erasing the cir-
cles darkened with pen-
cils to ensure that stu-
dents of their choice fig-
wre in the final selection
list.
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Outside tech colleges eye AP fee sops

L. VENKAT RAM
- REDDY | DC
HYDERABAD, AUG. 28

Several deemed and pri-
vate universities located
in other states offering
engineering courses have
asked the state govern-
ment to incorporate them
in its “list of prestigious
institutions”. This way,
students from Andhra
Pradesh who take admis-
sion in these institutions
will become eligible for

scholarships and the fee
reimbursement scheme.
At present, the state gov-
ernment provides schol-
arships and fee reim-
bursement for AP stu-
dents who take admis-
sions in prestigious insti-
tutions like the IITs, NITs
and BITS-Pilani.
Engineering colleges in
the state, however, have
strongly opposed the pro-
posal stating that it would
further fuel migration of
students and push them

Engineering - vacant in the state i
colleges in the . ments ate worr[iied the;lt llf
-the-state provides schol-
::?;:gh;v:ppose d arships to students to pﬁu-.
slle engineering in other
: states, it will prove disas-
the proposal asit Lo tem,
would fuel mig- g‘hetir congel%tiém 13 th}?t
H about 72,500 students who
ratlon_ and p!.l&':h qualified in Edmcet but-
them into crisis skipped counselling this

deeper into crisis.

yvear have migrated to
other states and more stu-.
dents will migrate due to

With 1.5 lakh seats going  political disturbances in

the state if the govern-
ment provides scholar-
ships to these students.

Every year, thousands
of students from the state
take admissions in engi-
neering and pharmacy
courses in several deemed
and private universities
in other states. The
demand is more for insti-
tutions in Tamil Nadu
and Karnataka.

= PAGE 4: Private varsities
take advantage

challenges facing mission
planners. Now the US space
agency claims the astrono-
-mers could tend “kitchen gar-
dens” of salad and vegetables
tocater to their daily diet.
Nasa expects to launch its
first manned mission to Mars
inthe2030s.
Maya Cooper of Nasa's
Space Food Systems Labora-
tory in Houston, Texas, said a

Times of India ND 30-Aug-11

A

five-year* mission to Mars
would require almost 3,175 -

ping some bulk commodities
toa Mars habitat as well.

“This scenario involves
much more food processing
and meal preparation than
the current food system devel-
oped for thespaceshuttlesand
the International Space Sta-
tion,” the media quoted her as
telling the annual meeting of
the American Chemical So-
ciety in Denver. e

P5

Students to back DTU stir from today

Manash Pratim Gohain | TN

New Delhi: Teachers of the
erstwhile Delhi College of En-
gineering (DCE), now Delhi
Technological University
(DTU), have decided to starta
seven-day agitation from Tues-
day to demand the removal of
vice-chancellor P B Sharma.
Students will also support
theagitation.

In a letter to the Delhi chief

secretary, the DCE Teachers’
Association (DCETA) said that
despite repeated representa-
tion to the government to re-
solve the issue by August 10,
nothing has been. done to
resolve the issue, which is why.
the teachers have been forced
to agitate. It has been decided
in a general body meet of
DCETA that the teachers will
sport black bands to work from
Tuesday and will stage a dem-

onstration outside the main
gate on September 6 and 7.
Anocther teachers group under
the aegis of University Forum
for Democracy and Innovation

. (UFDI), which also includes

the DTU teachers,
has extended support to the ag-
itation. The UFDI is also de-
manding an immediate recall
of the suspension orders of
teachers by the university
administration. ~
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Centre for IIT-M faculty to hone skills

CHENNAI: Faculty members of
IIT-Madras now have a cen-
tre where they can hone their
teaching skills. A Teaching
Learning Centre (TLC) on
the campus was inaugurated
recently to improve the qual-
ity of technical education,
where interested’ teaching
staff will participate in facul-
ty development programmes

Hindustan ND 30/08/2011

conducted by experts from
India and abroad.

“This knowledge can later
be imparted to faculty mem-
bers of other institutions
too,” said Ajit Kumar Kolar,
Chairman, Centre for Contin-
uing Education, IIT-Madras.

Speaking at the inaugura-
tion of the Centre, V.G. Id-
ichandy, Director

1
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(officiating), 1IT-Madras, said

« “Most of the faculty members -

at technical institutions, in-
cluding the IITs, have Ph.Ds.
But they are not trained to
handle students, like those
with a B.Ed or M.Ed qualifica-
tion. The TLC will address .
these issues and help make a
good teacher out of a well-
qualified person.”
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